were seen to be useful. The approach moved away from domination to accommodation of nature. With growing public appreciation of wildlife for itself, to watch, photograph, paint, and live with, as opposed to hunt, pressure increased on government agencies including CWS to protect wilderness and animal habitat, enhance biodiversity, and rehabilitate those creatures on the growing list of endangered species. As with all modern environmental issues, even as the CWS got better at fulfilling its mandate, its responsibilities became greater as the number of endangered species increased, and as toxicity in the environment developed rapidly after the Second World War.
Despite the large amount of complex information the book needs to convey as the first history of the CWS, Burnett is to be commended for introducing readers to some of the committed individuals, professionals who worked for the service 'who actually care about wildlife in Canada.' His book conveys the diversity of responsibilities, the range of publications, and the mostly worthwhile, positive, and needed programs the CWS undertook in research, fieldwork, public education, community involvement, and the establishment of interpretation centres, all to sustain wild creatures that enrich our lives. Between 1943 and 1964, in an isolated forest along a river in the Fraser Valley, the Allco Provincial Infirmary operated as an old age facility for eighty aged men who were housed in about two dozen small stove-heated wooden shacks. Originally built as a logging camp and relief camp hospital, this location mirrored the isolation of people who historian Megan Davies notes were often literally 'hidden' away from society in this instance, elderly, poor, single men. It was also one more example of the legacy of British poor laws which reflected lingering 'ghosts' about the 'deserving' and 'undeserving' poor in the treatment of old people in British Columbia. The 'deserving' poor included those for whom the first old age homes in BC were built in the 1890s 'pioneers' who were among the early non-Aboriginal settlers. A common theme throughout this book is how British poor laws influenced this history. Moralizing and patronizing attitudes towards old people, rooted in poor laws, resurfaced repeatedly in internal practices and public attitudes towards residents of BC old age homes.
This book also provides important details about how class, gender, and ethnicity determined which old age home a person ended up in. However, it is in her discussion of the gender and class dynamic of this history that Davies provides the most striking evidence about who ended up where in the evolving old age residential care system in BC. Among the nonAboriginal population, old men were far more numerous among inmates in residential care homes than old women. For every 100 women above the age of sixty-five in British Columbia, there were 174 men in the same category in 1901, a figure which did not come close to levelling off until the 1960s. This gender imbalance among the aged was due to the large numbers of men who worked in British Columbia's resource industries during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. After they were no longer able to keep up the level of work they had done in their younger years, this group of men became 'aged and impoverished cast-offs of resource capitalism.' Their numbers were particularly evident among immigrants from Asia and the European continent. According to Davies, they constituted 'a generation of single men who faced old age with few financial resources, no family, and no secure place within a settled supportive community.' Some of them ended up in wretched places that were hardly appropriate for a person in their final years like the Allco Infirmary. But Davies also notes that others men and women both found themselves in places that were more hospitable with caring staff.
There were also abusive and exploitative practices by some unscrupulous operators which led to increased state intervention in the inspection and running of these facilities. As the province became more active in overseeing old age homes, the nature of what had been largely privately run facilities, with some municipal involvement, changed significantly. Davies does a particularly good job of showing how the development of state social assistance for the elderly from 1927 on allowed more older people to secure some financial help to postpone committal to residential care, unlike many of the old people admitted prior to this time. This meant that this later group of old people who entered residential care did so to die, as their health was more precarious upon arrival than was that of their predecessors. Thus, these places became much more medicalized by the mid-twentieth century, when the 'inmates' became 'patients.' The author does an excellent job of examining the ideals and reality behind remaking old people's institutions into a 'home' during the last decades covered by this study. Middle-class professionals thought this idea, and its architectural manifestations, would be more inviting to the community to soften its image as an institution. But, Davies observes, these were cosmetic changes that sought to hide the less comfortable aspects of what these places were for living out the last part of one's life, and dying in a place segregated from personal contacts. It is small wonder that old age homes xxxxxxxx are still viewed with the trepidation that this fine book shows dates back to poor law 'ghosts.' (GEOFFREY REAUME)
David Creelman. Setting in the East: Maritime Realist Fiction
McGill-Queen's University Press. xii, 247. $75.00
David Creelman's perceptive assessment of Maritime realist fiction after the late 1920s stresses that these texts 'have cast a small shadow within the national, economic, and cultural consciousness [of Canada].' It is difficult to know if those in the rest of the country who take the large size of their shadows for granted will pay attention to the crucial social context Creelman provides for his readings. In the late nineteenth century Maritimes, such values and experience were embedded in the industries of coal, iron, wood, and fishing, as well as the movement of goods under sail, and provided a 'sense of shared community.' But communities disintegrated as the nation's economy developed and shifted, and the result became remembrance of things past. '[B]road patterns of nostalgia and hesitation emerged in Maritime culture,' and resultant tensions permeated realist fiction. Frank Parker Day, Hugh MacLennan, and Thomas Raddall wrote novels that assert the need for traditional communal structures in the face of modernist anxieties and uncertainties. Characters such as Neil Macrae in Barometer Rising and Isabel Jardine in The Nymph and the Lamp represent a liberal humanist vision, but nonetheless exist within an romantic, old-order ethos of quest motifs and mythically based patterns of experience that restrict their potential. In his The Channel Shore, Charles Bruce presents quests of individual freedom strongly at odds with efforts 'to retain a vision of the past as a secure and stable moment.' Creelman emphasizes that Bruce's 'Maritime community is a field of competing and contradictory assumptions that make it, ultimately [to employ Bruce's own term], "a country of the mind."' For Creelman, Ernest Buckler avoided the country of the mind by situating The Mountain and the Valley 'in the very vortex of the cultural transformations sweeping the Maritimes in the 1940s and 1950s.' But, despite his detailed consideration of modernist despair in the figure of David Canaan, Buckler's narrative is conservative in nature: patriarchal gender roles are upheld and, indeed, protected in an ideal condition, and traditional rural life is celebrated throughout its dark decline.
The decline is met head on by Alden Nowlan, who focuses directly in his two novels, The Wanton Troopers and Various Persons Named Kevin O'Brien, on the severe impact of regional inequalities that put people on welfare and distort their sense of identity. For Nowlan, conservative, xxxxxxxxx
